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This 14-day circuit is the stuff of Himalayan legend — a route that blends spiritual 
depth, extreme terrain, and untouched tribal culture. From the temples of Bharmour to 
the waterfalls of Pangi, the cliff roads of Killar to the alpine meadows of Padri Jot, this 
loop is for seasoned explorers who crave remoteness, resilience, and raw beauty. 

 

������� Trip Overview 

Duration: 14 Days 
Best Season: Mid-June to early October (Sach Pass, Padri Jot, Chatargala open) 
Total Distance: ~1,200–1,400 km 
Vehicle Type: 4x4 SUV or high-clearance bike (Killar–Kishtwar stretch is extreme) 
Difficulty: Very Challenging (steep cliffs, no guardrails, remote terrain) 
Permits: No permits required for Indian nationals; carry ID for border zones 
Mobile Network: Patchy or no signal in Pangi, Killar, Chatargala; BSNL in Doda and 
Bhadarwah 
Fuel Planning: Pumps in Chamba, Kishtwar, Bhadarwah, Doda; carry 20–30 L spare for 
Pangi leg 

 

������������ Day-by-Day Itinerary 

Day 1: Chamba → Bharmour 

• Distance/Time: ~65 km | 3–4 hrs 

• Highlights:  

o Visit Chaurasi Temple Complex, Dharamraj Temple (only one in India) 

o Explore Bharmour’s spiritual heritage 

• Adventure: Evening walk to Bharmani Mata Temple 

• Stay: Bharmour guesthouse 

• Tip: Respect temple customs; photography restricted inside sanctum 

 

Day 2: Bharmour → Bairagarh 

• Distance/Time: ~90 km | 4–5 hrs 

• Highlights:  

o Forested ascent to Bairagarh — base for Sach Pass 

o Views of Ravi River gorge 
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• Adventure: Sunset ridge walk 

• Stay: Bairagarh homestay 

• Tip: Check road conditions for Sach Pass next day 

 

Day 3: Bairagarh → Sach Pass → Killar (Pangi Valley) 

• Distance/Time: ~100 km | 6–8 hrs 

• Pass: Sach Pass (4,420 m) 

• Highlights:  

o Snow walls, waterfalls, cliff roads 

o Descent into Pangi Valley — raw and remote 

• Adventure: Stop at Satrundi Helipad for views 

• Stay: Killar 

• Caution: No guardrails; drive slow and steady 

 

Day 4: Killar → Sural Bhatori → Hudan Bhatury 

• Distance/Time: ~80–100 km round trip | 6–7 hrs 

• Highlights:  

o Visit Sural Valley, Bhatori, Hudan Bhatury — tribal villages, waterfalls, 
alpine meadows 

o Explore Gamgul Sibeshi Wildlife Sanctuary (if open) 

• Adventure: Short hikes to waterfalls and meadows 

• Stay: Killar 

• Tip: Carry snacks and water; no eateries en route 

 

Day 5: Killar → Dharwas → Parmar → Mindhal → Return 

• Distance/Time: ~80–100 km | 6–7 hrs 

• Highlights:  

o Explore deeper Pangi — Dharwas, Parmar, Mindhal 
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o Wooden homes, slate roofs, tribal culture 

• Adventure: Village walks and cultural immersion 

• Stay: Killar 

• Tip: Ask locals before photographing people or homes 

 

Day 6: Killar → Kishtwar (via Cliff Road) 

• Distance/Time: ~120 km | 8–10 hrs 

• Highlights:  

o Killar–Kishtwar road — India’s most dangerous cliff route 

o Precipices, waterfalls, no guardrails 

• Adventure: Controlled-speed drive with frequent stops 

• Stay: Kishtwar 

• Caution: Only for confident drivers/riders; avoid in rain 

 

Day 7: Kishtwar → Bhadarwah 

• Distance/Time: ~80 km | 3–4 hrs 

• Highlights:  

o Forested descent into Chenab Valley 

o Visit Gupt Ganga Temple, Chinta Valley 

• Adventure: Short hike to Thuba Ridge 

• Stay: Bhadarwah 

• Tip: Try local rajma-chawal and saffron tea 

 

Day 8: Bhadarwah → Padri Jot → Return 

• Distance/Time: ~60 km round trip | 3–4 hrs 

• Pass: Padri Jot (3,100 m) 

• Highlights:  

o Alpine meadows, panoramic views 
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o Picnic spot and photography 

• Adventure: Ridge walk 

• Stay: Bhadarwah 

• Tip: Best light is early morning 

 

Day 9: Bhadarwah → Chatargala Pass → Doda 

• Distance/Time: ~100 km | 5–6 hrs 

• Pass: Chatargala (3,700 m) 

• Highlights:  

o Remote forested pass, tribal hamlets 

o Descent into Doda interiors 

• Adventure: Stop at Bhaderwah Fort (if open) 

• Stay: Doda 

• Tip: Carry ID; occasional checks in border zones 

 

Day 10–13: Doda exploration + buffer 

• Options:  

o Visit Khellani, Gandoh, Thathri — remote valleys 

o Explore Chenab River trails, local temples 

o Buffer days for weather delays or rest 

• Stay: Doda 

• Tip: Use buffer days to adjust for road conditions 

 

Day 14: Doda → Chamba (via Bhandal–Salooni) 

• Distance/Time: ~150–180 km | 6–8 hrs 

• Highlights:  

o Drive through Bhandal Valley, Salooni — slate-roofed villages, pine 
forests 
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o Return to Chamba (trip end) 

• Tip: Stop at Chamera Lake for final photos 

 

����� Essentials to Carry 

• Documents: DL, RC, insurance, ID proofs 

• Clothing: Layered warm gear, gloves, rain jacket 

• Footwear: Waterproof trekking shoes 

• Health: Diamox (if advised), ORS, portable oxygen, basic meds 

• Gear: Tyre inflator, puncture kit, tow strap, jerrycans (20–30 L), headlamps, 
power banks 

• Navigation: Offline maps, paper backup of routes 

• Misc: Sunglasses, SPF 50+, lip balm, snacks, thermos 

 

�� Permits, Fuel & Checkpoints 

• Permits:  

o No permits required for Indian nationals 

o Carry ID for border zones (Chatargala, Kishtwar) 

• Fuel:  

o Reliable pumps: Chamba, Kishtwar, Bhadarwah, Doda 

o Carry 20–30 L spare for Pangi leg 

• Checkpoints:  

o Police checks near Killar, Kishtwar, Chatargala 

• Timing Tips:  

o Sach Pass and Killar–Kishtwar best crossed before noon 

o Avoid cliff roads in rain or fog 

 

����� Insider Tips 

• Best season: Mid-June to early October 
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• Photography: Sach Pass snow walls, Sural waterfalls, Padri Jot meadows 

• Local eats: Try rajma-chawal in Bhadarwah, siddu in Chamba, and tribal 
chutneys in Pangi 

• Eco-ethic: No littering; respect tribal customs 

• Road caution: Killar–Kishtwar and Chatargala require extreme caution 

 

��� Route Map Overview (Text) 

Chamba → Bharmour → Bairagarh → Sach Pass → Killar → Sural Bhatori → Hudan Bhatury → 
Dharwas → Parmar → Mindhal → Killar → Kishtwar (via cliff road) → Bhadarwah → Padri Jot 
→ Bhadarwah → Chatargala Pass → Doda → Gandoh → Thathri → Khellani → Bhandal Valley 
→ Salooni → Chamba 

 

http://www.aguidetohimachal.com/
mailto:info@aguidetohimachal.com

